
POYNTER PRIMARY SCHOOL  Issue 6 

25 June 2020 

 

39 Poynter Drive DUNCRAIG 6023 

INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOL  

POYNTER NEWS 

poynter.ps@education.wa.edu.au  T: 08 9492 2350 www.poynterps.wa.edu.au  

CONNECT                                          QKR!  Install Qkr! App for school payments: Please watch over our school  
 

Education Security 
 9264 4632 (24 hours) 
 

Absentee SMS:  
 0437 311 380  

Coming Events 
Wednesday 1 July: 

Year 6 Lightning Carnival 
 

Friday 3 July: 
Purple Friday Relay for Life 

Last Day of Term 2 
 

Monday 20 July:  
School Development Day 
Students do not attend 
 

Tuesday 21st July: 
First Day of Term 3 
 

Friday 24 July: 
2021 Enrolments close 
 

Monday 10 August 

Friday 14 August 

School Photos 

 

Next Farmers’ Markets: 

Saturday 27 June 

Saturday 11 July 

Saturday 25 July 

 
On 15 June we celebrated International Cleaner’s 

Day in appreciation of the incredible work that our 

cleaners have done to keep our school safe and 

clean during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 



From the Principal… 
 

Welcome to the final newsletter for Term 2, and what an interesting term we have had this year. 
 

Last week we had the first round of testing for the DETECT study. Thank you to Mrs Cross, Mr Palmer 

and Mrs Scholte for coordinating both days. I was tested on Friday, not only to contribute to an 

important cause but also to be able to describe the experience to students. The nursing staff were 

very caring in their manner and gentle in their administration of the swab. Students and staff who were 

randomly selected participated without hesitation. Mrs Cross remained in the testing area the whole 

time and she reported that there were no tears from students or staff.☺ 

 

COVID-19 

As you may have heard on Monday our Premier, Mr Mark McGowan, made announcements of how the State is moving 

into Phase 4 of easing of restrictions. At this moment in time we are not sure how these restrictions will be 

operationalised at schools and we are waiting to be informed by the Department. With this in mind, we will continue our 

current arrangements until the end of Term 2 so as to minimise disruption and confusion for our students. The new 

procedures will be introduced at Poynter PS at the beginning of Term 3. There will be some new changes next week; 

however, these will be minor. I would still like to encourage the use of the Kiss & Drive as this has made such a 

difference to our students’ sense of self-care and responsibility that has been wonderful to see. 
 

As we come to the end of the Term I would like to farewell two staff members who will be on leave in Semester 2. Mrs 

Christiana Nicholson (PP2) will be taking parental leave for the rest of the year. I am sure that you will join me in 

wishing Mrs Nicholson all the best on the impending birth of her second child. I am sure that we will see her at school 

once the baby is born in her role as a parent of the school. 

The second member of our staff who will be going on leave is Ms Julie Gibbings. Ms Gibbings will be on Long Service 

Leave until the end of the year and following her leave she will retire.  Ms Gibbings arrived at Poynter PS in 2000. Her 

love of teaching and her love and care for those students that she has taught is what has endeared her to many 

students and staff. We will formally farewell Ms Gibbings at a later date.  
 

Due to Ms Gibbings taking leave, Mrs Alison Guhl will be taking the HOTS program. The HOTS program will continue 

to be delivered in the same way since its inception.  
 

This means that Mrs Langford will become full time in Year 5 Room 11. 
 

OPERATIONAL MATTERS 

Reports 

As we come to the end of the Semester you will be receiving your child’s report next week via Connect. Please read the 

letter that will come out next Thursday, which will point out the main difference with this year’s report given the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

 

Purple Friday - Relay for Life 

We will have a team of staff participating in the upcoming Relay for Life in October, headed by Miss Courtney Coleman-

Brown, in support of the Cancer Council. Students are encouraged to wear PURPLE on the last day of term for a gold 

coin donation (see below). ‘The Poynt of it!’ team support page can also be accessed at https://tinyurl.com/y8w4mggu  
 

Have a good three weeks and hopefully I will see you at this weekend’s market. 
 

Keyla Jeffers  
PRINCIPAL 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DETECT Schools Study 
 

You may remember that our school is one of 80 public schools, education support settings and residential colleges 
from the metropolitan area and regions participating in the DETECT Schools Study: Understanding the Impact of 
COVID-19 in Western Australian Schools.  

Over Weeks 9 and 10 students in Years 4-6 will be asked to complete the first of two brief 15 minute surveys.  The 
second survey will be completed in November, 2020.   
 

Children will be asked to answer questions about: 
 

 Their age, gender, languages spoken at home 

 How COVID-19 has affected them at school, at home and with their relationships 

 Whether they participated in the COVID-19 test (nose and throat swabs) for this study and if so, how they felt 
about it 

 

Students who have parental consent to complete the survey (e.g. their parent did not complete an ‘opt out form’ will 
be asked to provide consent e.g. if they would like to fill out the survey or not.  
 

Most children who have participated in similar research have enjoyed the experience and like to feel heard and 
valued in their opinions. However, some children may feel that some of the questions asked are stressful or upsetting. 
If a child does not wish to answer a question, they may skip it and go to the next question, or they may stop 
immediately.   
 

We have notified our school’s Psychologist, Nurse and Chaplain as applicable, and they are available if any student 
appears upset or stressed as a result of completing the survey. All students will be given information about the Kids 
Helpline.  
 

If your child is showing any signs of distress after completing this survey, please contact me. 

 

Mrs Jeffers and Mr Palmer 

having their swabs as part  

of the Detect Study 

Lost Property (Unnamed) 

 

Once again UNNAMED lost property is building up in the office!   

PLEASE LABEL your children’s uniforms and personal items (ie drink 
bottles) so they can be returned to them.   

Mr James reports when the students take their jumpers off at PhysEd, 
many of them don’t know which are their own articles to pick up at the 

end of the session! 

These items will be washed and passed onto Colleen Pearson to sell via 
the Poynter Preloved Uniform Facebook page. 



Thank you Letter from Glenda: 

This is Glenda here, your 

Crosswalk Lady.  I felt very 

humbled by what these two 

beautiful girls did for me.  Ella and 

Madi, helped by Ella’s Mum, 

Darlene.  I made three new lovely 

friends.  It was such a beautiful 

thought.  Thank you so, so much 

for being so kind.   

Lots of love, Glenda 

During Week 8, the Year 5 students completed Random Acts of Kindness to show their appreciation 
to all members of staff in our school community. 

The students organised and completed their acts anonymously. Here are some pieces from  the 
students about how they felt about their random acts.  Mrs Langford 

Last week we did a Random Act of Kindness 
for a staff member in the school. We made 
him a card and asked him if we could help 
with anything, but he said no. When we were 
walking back to class he started crying, it was 
heart-warming. Riley and Archer 

Last week I did a random act of kindness. It made me feel great 
and extremely grateful that I could help someone and make them 
feel valued and special. When I saw their reaction I wanted to do it 
every day. Vegas  

I loved my random act of kindness act for one simple reason - it made 
the person who received the gift very happy. Here’s how Olivia and I 
came up with it. When we were told who we were going to do our ran-
dom act of kindness for we thought of an idea. I said that we could 
give our receiver of the random act of kindness some lavender in a jar 
and a lovely card. Olivia got the ingredients and made the card, and at 
recess we put it on the teacher’s desk. That made me feel happy 
knowing that the person was getting something good - From Hannah          



MERIT CERTIFICATES 2020 

Wednesday  24 June: 

 

Y1 –  Baxter F, Piper M, Willow T, Hugo C, Aaron C 

Y2 – Anais T, Isaac P, Magnus A, Lucy A, Yasmin T 

Y3 – Olivia P, Charlotte C, Fraser L, Neve W, Emily L 

Y4 – Lacey B, Jake A, Dusty T, Oliver M, David C, Nicholas W, Jack Z, Amy L 

Y5 — Ivy D, Noah G, Madison W, Lucas J, Axle M, Anabelle C 

Y6 — Ruby H, James B, Susana R, Mya R 

Art Award — Eva S, Jessica M 

Music Award — Anabelle C, Isla T 

Sport Award — Anabelle C, Harrison F, Evan S 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Thank you to the students who entered the Library Book Review Competition, and submitted a range of 
interesting and wonderful works which made it difficult to select prize  winners. 
 
The winning students for the last fortnight are: 

Brooke K  from Room 15 and Ella I from Room 8 

Christine Perrett                             
Library Officer 

Our Library is a bustling place of activity during the day and there are 

always many tasks to do. There is always an opportunity for volunteers 

to support the staff with routine tasks including book covering, shelving 

books, tidying up, etc. If you have a spare 20 minutes free on a Monday, 

Tuesday or Wednesday to help please contact the School first so that we 

can ensure we follow our COVID-19 protocols. 

 Pizza Fun in PP2/EC2 

The children in Pre-Primary had a great time planning, making, eating and evaluating their pizzas. 
They are such clever pizza chefs!   

            Mrs Nicholson - PP2 Teacher 



EDUCATION PERFECT LANGUAGES CHAMPIONSHIP 2020 

Poynter PS performed exceptionally well again in the recent Education Perfect Languages Championship. Once 
again, we improved on last year’s results and now 2020 is officially our best year yet! We more than exceeded 
our expectations, coming 3

rd
 for French in WA out of 146 Primary and Secondary schools of all sizes, 14

th
 in 

Australia out of 1,072 schools and 15th out of 1,554 schools globally.  Our students answered 239,768 questions 
and scored 95,893 points! They spent an amazing 434 hours competing! 

We gained 47 Awards in all including, for a second year, an Emerald Award for Amadee, plus 15 Silver, 12 

Bronze and 19 Credit Awards.  Congratulations to all students on an exceptional effort! Every point you gained 

contributed to our overall success. Bravo tout le monde! 

Below is a list of the Award winners: 
 
Emerald Awards (5,000+ points):  
Amadee B (6,400) 
 

The top scoring classes were: 

Year 6: Rm 10 (16,082) 

Year 5: Rm 11 ( 12,278) 

Year 4: Rm 6 (14,883) 

Year 3: Rm 8 (3,954) 

All top classes were rewarded with pâtisserie for their excellent achievement. Congratulations to you all! 

Madame Theo 

Music  
 

French Report 

Silver Awards (2,000+ points): 

Sachin B (2,859) 

Saiesha P (2,759) 

Bella B (2,380) 

Alexis M (2,366) 

Vindiv W (2,240) 

Isaac R (2,220) 

Sophie N (2,214) 

Sian V (2,181) 

Jasmine M (2,145) 

Liam S (2,111) 

Kyra M (2,101) 

Charlize M (2,060) 

Matilda S (2,059) 

Alyssa M (2,050) 

Campbell M (2,005) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bronze Awards (1,000+ points): 

Massimo B (1,745) 

Liam Y (1,721) 

Catherine N (1,669) 

Amy L (1,429) 

Sienna T (1,122) 

Aiden W (1,113) 

Tegan W (1,113) 

Renait M (1,038) 

Mya R (1,036) 

Hari A (1,027) 

Vishnu B (1,023) 

Liam P (1,000) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Credit Awards (500+ points): 

Jessica M (998) 

Rachel K(917) 

Ella W (906) 

Aliyah L (852) 

Joshua K (835) 

Jet F (821) 

Martha C (746) 

Max Z (734) 

Cameron G (720) 

Elise A (680) 

Finn D (636) 

Jordan R (614) 

Justin C (597) 

Emily M (586) 

Isla W (547) 

Kade G (504) 

Logan O 

(502) 

Ethaniel S

(501) 

Kuba S

(500) 

Félicitations Amadee! You're a star! 

Congratulations to our French Captain, Amadee, who has 
gained a place in the Mt Lawley SHS GATE Languages 
program for 2020. Bravo Amadee! We're all very proud of 
you and wish you all the best. Bonne chance! 



 

 

 

 

Wendy Bray 

Art Specialist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

The Arts - Visual 

The mood of the art room has been electric lately! Students from Years 1-6 are busily drawing and painting 

electricity-themed artworks to enter into an art competition, sponsored by Onyx Services. More photos will be 

shared once the artworks are complete and the shortlisting has taken place. 

This is an awesome opportunity for the young artists of Poynter Primary School to get their art viewed beyond 
the school gates and appreciated by hundreds of members of the wider community. A big thanks to Onyx  

Services for this amazing opportunity! 



 

The Arts—Music 

 

Dear Parents,   
 

I am taking some Long Service Leave this week but have left the students in the very capable hands of Mrs 

Wendy Callow and Mrs Michele Goddard. The ensembles have taken a break this week but I am looking 

forward to seeing ALL the students in Week 10 for our final rehearsals for the term.  

Classroom Music: 

The students are continuing to work on their compositions and while I don’t anticipate that we can have them 

finished by the end of term, we shall proceed to completion and performance at the start of Term 3. Hopefully 

many of our instrumental students will continue to work on their melodic lines during the holidays.  

 

Music and Art have always been associated with one another and these two art forms along with dance are the 

core cultural components of every civilisation throughout the ages. The compositional part of this joint project is 

composing music that reflects the art work that the students are producing in response to hearing a specific 

piece of music. (Please see the last newsletter for further information about the Music).  

 

 

 

 

 

An example of Romantic era architecture and visual art.  

 

One of the most famous pieces of Music based on visual art is Modest Mussorgsky’s ‘Pictures at an  

Exhibition’ which many classes listened to last year. This is another suite of pieces written in the Romantic era. 

The Romantic era is named such for its specific style of music, literature, architecture and visual art. 

Mussorgsky’s friend Hartmann was an artist and Mussorgsky honoured his friend by composing a piece of 

music for a selected number of his paintings. They have very unusual names like ‘Hut on Hen’s Legs’, ‘Ballet of 

the Unhatched Chicks’, ‘The Ruined Castle’. Each piece is evocative of the paintings which have mostly 

disappeared from existence.  

 

I encourage you to share listening to this music over the holidays and perhaps talking about the mood it evokes 

and whether is matches your idea of what the painting might have looked like according to its title.  I will upload 

a link to the music onto Connect so you can readily find it.  

Ensembles: 

All rehearsals will recommence at the start of Term 3 and I am looking forward to resuming our music learning at 

school.  

 

Mandy Herriman 
Music Specialist 
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Carine Junior Football Club still have spaces in Auskick 
(Pre-Primary to Year 2), Year 3, 4 boys and girls. 

Enquiries: 

Auskick Coordinator 
Mel Parkinson, 0413 944 710, 
auskick@carinefooty.com.au 

Girls Football Coordinator 
Lizzie Barnes, 0412 475 338 girls@carinefooty.com.au 

Secretary/Communications Officer 
Ann Lord, 0417 918 095 secretary@carinefooty.com.au 
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