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From the principal  

 

Welcome to the 2017 Annual Report. 

This annual report has been compiled by the leadership team, administration and teaching staff. The 
annual report is a reflection of the year and analysis of data, progress made against focus areas and 
targets as detailed in our three year Business Plan 2015-2017. 

 

The information in this report includes contextual 
information about student achievement: academic 
and non-academic; teacher judgements; parent, 
teacher and student satisfaction; highlights from 
2017 and the annual budget and accounts. 
 

2017 continued to be a year of consolidation from 
the operational changes that were made in 2016. 
We had a big focus of greater engagement with 
our network of schools with the set up of 
professional learning delivery by our staff to other 
staff within the Network.  
 

This year we also continued to work to achieve our 
milestones from our Business Plan 2015-2017. 
The school Board was heavily involved in 

understanding the strategies that we had used over the last three years and ensuring that our milestones 
were reflective of the feedback from parents from our last school surveys. A tracking document was 
developed and well used with both qualitative and quantitative data gathered. 
 

2017 had continuous focus on the enactment of programs and strategies which supported high quality 
teaching and alignment to the Western Australian Curriculum and Assessment Outline. The staff have 
participated at various levels in decision making and worked hard to progress through the changes.  

The P&C worked incredibly hard again to source funds by organizing different activities to support the 
school in achieving physical school wide improvements. We have now achieved our goal of creating 
contemporary and purposeful learning spaces with the quadrangles now being used to cater for student 
diversity. 

We have seen many achievements this year, thank you to all the parents, students and staff for a 
successful 2017, I am looking forward to the partnerships that we will continue to forge.  

 
Keyla Jeffers  
Principal 
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Academic TARGETS 2015 -2017 

As we come to the end of the iteration of our Business Plan we continued to engage in a rigorous self-
assessment process to meet the school targets. This involved all staff at various levels of consultation 
and engagement: whole staff meetings; year level teams; focus teams; and presentations and 
investigation of student data at the School Board level. In addressing our academic targets we continued 
to use NAPLAN data as the measuring tool. We used the same three standards as the previous years to 
compare our targets for improvement. These were: Same Cohort Comparison; Western Australian Like-
School Comparison; and Relative Performance Comparison. The first two standards are self explanatory, 
relative comparison refers to what our students are expected to achieve given the context of the school. 

The Student Centred Funded Model allowed us to continue to target our resources for the students who 
were identified by the system.  This provided funding for students with identified disabilities; social 
disadvantage and English as an additional language. Targets for these students were set at the 
classroom level through Individual Education Plans or Group Education plans in collaboration with 
parents.  

In 2017 we consolidated the number of tools that we used for self assessment. These tools included 
Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT) in Reading Comprehension, Maths and Science; Brightpath 
(Writing); On-Entry; Kindy Assessment Tool (KAT) and teacher judgement. Teacher judgement was at the 
forefront of all of these tools. Professional Learning held at school development days and staff meetings 
were all with the aim to develop a school-wide, self-reflective culture focussed on improving classroom 
teaching.  

Below are the targets that were set for the life of the Business Plan 2015-2017. These targets, as well as 
the three focus areas, will be addressed in the following pages in terms of the progress made within the 
third year.  

 

  Numeracy 

Year 3 ¶ Maintain an upward trend in Numeracy for Year 3 in 2015 and 2016. 

¶ The Numeracy achievement of Year 3 students tested in 2014 will be equivalent 
to the same studentsô Numeracy achievement when they are tested as Year 5s in 
2016. 

Year 5 ¶ Arrest,  then reverse the downward trend in Numeracy in Year 5 by 2016. 

  Reading 

 Year 3 ¶ Reading achievement of Year 3s tested in 2014 will be higher than the Like 
Schools means for the same cohort when they are tested in 2016 as Year 5s. 

Year 5 ¶ Arrest,  then reverse the downward trend in Year 5 Reading by 2016. 

  Writing 

Year 3 ¶ The writing achievement of Year 3 students tested in 2014 will be equivalent to 
the same students writing achievement when they are tested as Year 5s in 2016. 

Year 5 ¶ The writing achievement of Year 3 students tested in 2014 will be equivalent to or 

above their predicted achievement when they are tested as Year 5s in 2016Φ 
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English Progress  

Reading 
The student data in 2017 indicates that the Year 3 students 
did not perform as well as we expected in NAPLAN. The 
student performance against Like Schools was lower for the 
first time in five years.  Their performance against the On-
Entry in PP was also lower than expected. Although in the 
student distribution 47% of students sat above the National 
Minimum Standard. In 2017 teacher judgements aligned 
well with studentsô NAPLAN scores with 14 students 
receiving an A in Semester 1 and scoring an A in NAPLAN 
as well. Over the last three years we have been focussing 
on our moderation processes and this yearôs results 
indicated that we have improved in this area. Our focus over 
the next three years will be on the Year 3 cohort.  
 
In Year 5 we found that 45% of students were in the top 20% of the all Australian Schools compared to 
Like Schools who had 30% and the State who had 14%. In the overall scores we were above our óLike 
Schoolsò. Our area for improvement is in the grade allocation for our Band 8 and 9 students. Specific 
targeted teaching for 2018 will be in informative and persuasive text. 
 
This year we also used our Progressive Achievement Testing (PAT) data in Reading as well to analyse  
student growth over the last two years. The data identified that students continued to perform above the 
norm referenced data. Students also maintained an upwards growth trajectory when single cohorts were 
tracked. 
 
From all the data analysis the staff have identified three areas of strength and two areas for improvement 
which form part of our next Business Plan. 
  

Writing 
In Writing Year 3 students continued their good 
performance against our Like Schools, with our stronger 
students achieving in the higher bands. We will continue 
our support programs in Early Childhood and Junior 
Primary in order to continue our strong performance. We 
also identified more strategies to support our programs, 
such as group activities across year levels, partner writing, 
extension for top students and more hands on activities for 
our Junior Primary students. Another area that we  
identified via other data was that the girls are not 
performing as well as the boys. We have identified 
strategies to address ways to reduce this for 2018. 
 
The table on the left provides a ótraffic lightô display of comparative performance for Year 5 in Writing for 
2017. This table is based on standard residuals for the Year 5 cohort. Schools within one standard 
deviation of the predicted performance are considered to be performing as expected (yellow). As you can 
see students also performed better than their peers for the last two years. Although the Trend Line is 
pointing down this has improved since 2015 as per the table on the right.  Using other data we have 
identified some opportunities to extend some boys as they are grouped between Band 6 and 7. 
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Mathematics Progress  

Year 3 & 5 
Again this year, Year 3 students performed better than Like 
Schools and slightly better than the Year 3 cohort from last 
year; however, the Like Schoolôs mean increased in 2017 
and is much closer to Poynterôs performance. One of the 
points for improvement in 2018 is shifting the percentage of 
students from Band 5 to Bands 6 -10.  

The Year 5 data indicates that we arrested the downward 
trend in student performance and we were above Like 
Schools in the longitudinal data. We have identified areas 
such us improving representation of the girls in the higher 
bands; measuring and problem solving as targets for 2018. 

The traffic light table on the right indicates the Band 
distribution of students in Year 5.  In 2018 we will target 
shifting students from Band 7 to Bands 8 to 10.  

We have a very strong Maths program  with whole school 
teaching strategies and classroom organisational 
processes in place which are set by our Maths Focus team. 
These include following the WA Curriculum Outline, 
individual and group educational plans, whole school 
assessment practices and moderation at year levels. 
Poynter also has great support from the P&C with the 
funding of Mathletics.  

 

 

The music programme in 2017 has again flourished with 

many students demonstrating their skills and abilities 

through the performance opportunities and activities they 

have engaged in, both in the music classroom and in the 

ensembles they have participated in.  

Instrumental Music: 

Many instrumental students consistently achieve well in all 

areas of performance and commitment. We have had 

several students who have won highly competitive music 

scholarships to GATE music programmes, private and public school music programmes, as well as a high 

proportion of our instrumental students continuing with their instrumental studies into their chosen 

secondary educational institution.  

As well as the regular ensembles in the school, we also created a senior chamber string group called 

óStringy Thingyô and a flute choir, which catered for those Year 6 students who were eager to extend 

themselves beyond the opportunities already available. Both these groups were given performance 

opportunities within the school environment and other community events.  

The Year 6 Band, School Orchestra and School String Ensemble participated in the annual Australian 

Band and Orchestra Directors Association (ABODA) festivals held at Churchlands Senior High School. 

The format was a little different this year with the opportunity for the national and international 

adjudicators to workshop the pieces with the ensemble at the conclusion of their performance. We were 

very fortunate to have the composer, Jodie Blackshaw, for one of the pieces we played (Whirlwind) who 

did a workshop with the students on that piece. It gave the students a rare opportunity to gain an insight 

into the purposes and thinking processes of the composer and gave new meaning and understanding of 

the music.  

Specialist areas  

Music Reportï Mrs Mandy Herriman 


